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Emergency Safety Showers

The information in this toolbox talk is given in good faith and belief in its accuracy at the 

time of publication, but does not imply any legal liability or responsibility by Eurobitume.
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Introduction

 A working emergency shower to cool the affected area 

is the best immediate first aid for the majority of 

bitumen burns casualties.

 The quicker the casualty receives first aid treatment 

the less likely there will be permanent damage to the 

skin.

 If the bitumen completely encircles a body part, split 

or soften the bitumen to avoid the tourniquet effect. 

(see the Eurobitume Bitumen Burns Card).

 Leave the bitumen in place.

 Seek urgent medical attention. 
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What we know

 When a bitumen burn has occurred, the 

affected area should be cooled as quickly as 

possible to prevent further damage. Follow 

the advice in the Bitumen Burns Card.

 The burn should be continuously drenched 

in water for at least 15 minutes for a skin 

burn and 5 minutes for the eyes.

 However, body hypothermia must be 
avoided.
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What the Guidance Says

 The location of the shower should be clearly indicated 

and between 6 – 20 metres from the discharge point.

 If the emergency shower is within 6 metres of the 

discharge point it must be screened from a potential 

bitumen spray.

 Precautions must be taken to protect the shower from 

freezing. An alternative water source must be provided 

if the shower is inoperative.

 Advice on the treatment of bitumen burns must be 

displayed in the delivery area.

 If hospital treatment is required the casualty should 

take a copy of the Eurobitume Bitumen Burns Card 
with them.
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The Eurobitume Bitumen Burns Card
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Best Practice

 The emergency shower MUST:

 Have clear safe emergency access, together with 

clearly visible signs indicating its position.

 Be easily operated by an operative in distress, e.g. a 

footplate.

 Be capable of providing sustained volumes of clean 

water for at least 15 minutes. 

 Be subjected to a regular and documented 

maintenance and inspection regime (COSHH L8).

 It is recommended that the emergency shower is alarmed 

to ensure that site management are aware of its use.
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Bitumen Safety Documents

Guidance documents on a range of bitumen safety related subjects can be downloaded               

free from the Eurobitume website:

 UK Version of the 2018 Guide to Safe Delivery of Bitumen.

 Safety Showers

 Eurobitume Bitumen Burns Card

 Safety Footwear Risk Assessment for Bitumen Delivery Drivers

 Operational considerations for Hot Bitumen Storage Tanks and Off-loading Systems.

 Design and use of Ground Based Pumps (EBUK/MPA document).

 Safe Bitumen Tank Management (EBUK/MPA document).

 Returning Bitumen Storage Tanks to Service.

 Other relevant documents:

 American National Standard for Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment – ANSI Z358.1-2014.

 The Energy Institute Model Code of Safe Practice Part 11: Bitumen Safety Code 

www.eurobitume.eu
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Other Bitumen Toolbox Talks

The following toolbox talks can be downloaded free from the Eurobitume website:

 Bitumen Delivery Driver Induction

 Bitumen Discharge Permit

 Personal Protective Equipment

 Ground Based Pumps

 Blocked/Partially Blocked Pipelines

 Trace Heating of Bitumen Pipelines

 Emergency Shutdown of Bitumen Delivery Vehicles

 ‘Pocket’ Guide to the Safe Delivery of Bitumen

www.eurobitume.eu
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