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used for around a year with no previous incident
and are well liked by the team due to the level of
protection they offer. Before work commences,
the operatives do a “Buddy” check on each other’s
gear. They have never specifically checked the
adjuster as it has never before caused a problem.

Helmet

LEARNING POINTS / ACTIONS TAKEN



The equipment concerned is rather specialist and
essential to the operation the tower cleaning teams
carry out. However the principle of checking PPE
for wear, damage and failure is equally valid
elsewhere and is to be encouraged.

Specific to this incident actions have been
identified as follows.

- Formalise a recorded equipment check system
prior to beginning work. This will be drawn up with
the operatives input.

- Check whether an alternative shroud is available
without the silicone washer arrangement.

- Make other plants using similar equipment aware
of the incident
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