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The information in this guide is given in good faith and belief in its accuracy at the 
time of publication, but does not imply any legal liability or responsibility by 
Eurobitume UK. It is the responsibility of the site owner to carry out all necessary 
health, safety, environmental and other assessments before commencing any 
works.   

The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and The Management of Health & Safety 
Regulations 1999 require employers to provide safe systems of work to ensure the 
safety of their employees and the public. Health and Safety Law imposes duties on 
both the supplier and the customer to provide safe systems of work. This guide is 
intended to help both parties comply with their respective responsibilities during 
the delivery of bitumen products and is not intended to vary the legal responsibility 
of either party. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
A bitumen storage tank may be taken out of service for a number of reasons, which could 
include: 

o Tank cleaning 

o Internal inspection/maintenance 

o External inspection/maintenance 

o Addition/removal of pipelines and equipment 

o Grade change 

o Other 

 

 

Checks 
 
Before returning a bitumen storage tank to service it is important to carry out checks, to 
ensure the integrity and safety of the tank and associated systems.  Although the following 
list is not necessarily comprehensive, the checks should include the following; 

 

- Has the work (Work Permit) been signed off as completed? And any associated isolation 
certificates signed off/completed?  

- Have all tools/equipment been removed from inside the tank (if applicable)? 

- Has the tank heating system been checked for general condition, e.g. leaks? 

- Are all manhole covers in place and secure? And, where necessary, gaskets in place?  

- Are all pipelines connected and flange joints secure? 



 

    

- Have all spades/blanks been removed from pipeline flanges and flange connections 
secured? 

- Is vent pipe free from any obstruction? 

- Is the tank level gauge operational, and re-calibrated where necessary? 

- Is the High Level Alarm operational, and re-calibrated where necessary? 

- Are all other safety devices re-instated, and tested where necessary?  

- If tank is to receive a different grade of bitumen; 

- Have tank product labels been changed? 

- Does flange security system reflect new grade? 

- Have gauges been re-programmed? 

- Have any tank stock systems (manual or electronic) been suitably amended?  

- Is the tank and connecting pipeline free of water and certified as such? 

 

 
 

Delivery Procedure 
 
For a new tank or a tank being returned to service for example after cleaning, the bitumen 
supplier is recommended to adopt the following procedure, as a minimum, for the first 
delivery of bitumen; 

 

- Receive assurance from customer that tank is clean and dry. 

- Receive further assurance from customer, the tank has been checked again on the day of 
delivery. 

- Ensure the customer’s representative is in attendance for the whole of the delivery. 

- Discharge approximately 5 tonnes, or sufficient to ensure heating coils or elements are below 
the bitumen level within the tank.  Then stop the delivery and purge line clear.  At this point the 
tank heating system can be turned on. 

- Wait fifteen minutes for the tank shell/components to increase in temperature. 

- Any condensation or remaining water residue will boil off.  Be alert for signs of significant 
amount of water in tank (e.g. steam / bitumen from vent, bubbling of product, tank 
vibration/movement).  

- Check all tank connections for leaks (e.g. pumps, valves, lagging). 

- Providing there are no problems, continue with the discharge cautiously, maintaining safety 
awareness throughout. 
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